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ABSTRACT

Language in music serves as a highly engaging and authentic pedagogical tool for students. However,
the semantic complexity of science fiction animated soundtracks remains underexplored within the
context of language education. This study aims to investigate how abstract linguistic expressions in
Noam Kaniel’s "A World Without Danger"—the theme song of Code Lyoko—generate conceptual
meaning through sense and reference, and to explore its pedagogical implications for English Language
Teaching (ELT). Employing a qualitative descriptive design and Ogden and Richards’ Triangle of
Meaning framework, this research systematically reduces, displays, and interprets specific lyrical data.
The findings reveal that the vocabulary functions as a complex semiotic network where words project
introspective psychological states, such as self-actualization, rather than literal physical actions.
Furthermore, the analysis identifies a unique dual-reference system within the lyrics that seamlessly
bridges tangible human emotional realities with the specific, digitized virtual environment of the series.
The study concludes that classical semantic frameworks remain highly robust for decoding speculative
modern media. Consequently, these findings offer practical implications for educators, demonstrating
that such animated soundtracks can be effectively utilized as authentic educational resources to teach
complex vocabulary, figurative language, and semantic interpretation to language learners.

Keywords: code lyoko; english language teaching; lexical semantics; sense and reference;
triangle of meaning

INTRODUCTION

Language serves as a fundamental instrument for human beings to articulate messages,
emotions, thoughts, and complex abstract concepts. In its evolution, the manifestation of
language is not strictly confined to ordinary verbal communication or the literal description of
physical environments; rather, it is aesthetically channeled through various forms of art,
prominently including music. From an educational perspective, particularly within the scope
of language teaching, song lyrics operate far beyond the boundaries of commercial
entertainment. They serve as authentic pedagogical materials in language learning
environments. Utilizing engaging media such as animated series soundtracks can significantly
enhance students' vocabulary acquisition, cultural awareness, and comprehension of figurative
language (Griffee T., 1992). Through the deliberate arrangement of vocabulary, a songwriter
voices nuanced emotional ideas and immerses listeners into specific imaginative realms,
making lyrics a highly significant subject for scientific linguistic investigation (Yule, 2010).

Within the extensive domain of linguistics, the specific branch that meticulously examines the
meaning of language is semantics. The comprehension of how language functions and conveys
intended messages relies heavily on fundamental semantic concepts, particularly sense
(conceptual meaning) and reference (the actual entity being referred to). Sense pertains to the
internal relationships between words within a language system that collectively shape a
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conceptual idea in the human cognitive process. Meanwhile, reference deals with the concrete
or abstract relationship between a linguistic expression and the real or imagined world it
designates (Cruse, 1986)(Saeed 1., 2016). In educational contexts, distinguishing between a
word's sense and its reference often poses a significant challenge for language learners, as
words in literary or musical texts rarely denote literal, physical objects.

To systematically understand the intricate dynamics connecting linguistic symbols, mental
concepts, and objective realities, a robust theoretical framework is required. This relationship
is comprehensively elucidated in the Triangle of Meaning theory pioneered by Ogden and
Richards (Ogden, C. K., & Richards, 1923). This foundational theory successfully bridges the
cognitive gap between symbols (the written words or sung lyrics), thoughts or references (the
mental concepts generated in the listener's mind), and referents (the actual or imaginary entities
in the universe). By employing this triangle, researchers and educators can map out how
figurative and symbolic expressions are constructed and interpreted, ensuring that language

learners do not merely memorize vocabulary but understand the deeper cognitive mapping
behind it.

The academic exploration of song lyrics through linguistic lenses has been widely conducted
by previous researchers aiming to unveil profound themes and embedded messages. For
instance, pragmatic approaches have been thoroughly utilized to analyze the utilization of
deixis and reference within contemporary pop music, illustrating the paramount importance of
context in shaping the overall comprehension of lyrics (Sahusilawane et al., 2023).
Additionally, semantic dimensions have been mapped in pop discographies to reveal how
songwriters encode complex emotional states (Kusumastuti, 2020). However, a critical review
of existing literature reveals a notable research gap. A majority of previous studies
predominantly focus on mainstream popular songs revolving around conventional romance
themes situated in real-world contexts. There is a distinct lack of semantic analysis regarding
theme songs from science fiction animated series, which distinctively feature a complex
amalgamation of referents navigating between tangible human realities and digitized, virtual
worlds.

To address this identified gap and its accompanying research problem, the present study
focuses its semantic analysis on the main theme song of the renowned science fiction animated
series Code Lyoko, titled "A World Without Danger," composed by Noam Kaniel. This specific
musical piece was selected due to its exceptionally rich lexical choices and symbolic
expressions that perfectly suit both linguistic and pedagogical inquiry. The lyrics do not merely
depict visible physical objects or straightforward actions; instead, they intricately represent
psychological states, abstract concepts, and the overarching narrative elements of a science
fiction universe. For example, expressions such as "a world without danger" or "find myself"
project idealized aspirations and a profound journey of self-actualization, rather than denoting
literal geographical coordinates or physical movements.

Driven by this background, the primary objective of this research is to systematically identify,
categorize, and interpret the intricate layers of meaning embedded within the words and phrases
of the "A World Without Danger" lyrics, employing the Triangle of Meaning framework.
Specifically, this study aims to uncover how these carefully chosen lyrics generate meaning by
simultaneously referring to tangible human realities and the abstract, digitized context of the
series. Ultimately, the findings are expected to offer meaningful theoretical contributions to
semantic studies and provide practical pedagogical implications for educators, demonstrating
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how such complex, multimodal texts can be utilized to teach semantics and figurative language
effectively to university students.

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative descriptive research design to explore, analyze, and interpret
the semantic dimensions embedded within the lyrics of Noam Kaniel’s "A World Without
Danger." According to Creswell (Creswell, 2014), qualitative research is an approach for
exploring and understanding the meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human
problem. In the context of linguistic and educational research, a qualitative descriptive
approach is highly appropriate as it focuses on discovering the nature of specific phenomena
and providing a comprehensive textual summary of the data without relying on statistical or
numerical measurements (Nassaji, 2015). By adopting this method, the researcher can closely
examine the structural and contextual variables of language within the song, ensuring an in-
depth understanding of how meanings are linguistically constructed and communicated.

Data Source and Collection Procedures The primary data source for this study consists of the
textual lyrics of the theme song "A World Without Danger," which serves as the opening theme
for the science fiction animated series Code Lyoko. The data analyzed are specific words,
phrases, and sentences extracted from the complete lyrical composition that demonstrate high
semantic complexity. The data collection process was carried out through several systematic
stages. First, the researcher engaged in repeated, active listening to the official audio tracks to
ensure accurate auditory transcription. Second, the transcribed lyrics were cross-referenced
with trusted and verified lyrical archives to guarantee textual validity. Finally, the researcher
selected and compiled relevant linguistic units that heavily exhibit distinct conceptual senses
and clear referential links to the overarching narrative themes of the animated series.

Data Analysis Procedures In order to establish a rigorous framework for data analysis, this
study relies on objective textual analysis based on foundational semantic principles. The
conceptual meaning and internal lexical relationships of the selected words are examined
through the lenses of sense and reference relations as articulated in modern lexical semantics
(Cruse, 1986)(Leech, 1981) Furthermore, the mapping of linguistic symbols to their
corresponding mental thoughts and environmental referents is systematically executed by
employing the Triangle of Meaning framework (Ogden, C. K., & Richards, 1923).

The systematic procedure of data analysis follows a standard qualitative flow consisting of data
reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing(Creswell, 2014). During the data reduction
phase, the selected lyrics are isolated and focused into primary components based on their
semantic weight. Subsequently, the data display phase presents these reduced lyrical elements
in structured analytical matrices to break down the correlation between the text (the linguistic
symbol), the conceptual interpretation (the thought or reference), and the physical or virtual
entity it points to (the referent). Finally, conclusion drawing is performed to synthesize the
findings, ensuring that the final interpretation accurately reflects the dualistic context of the
Code Lyoko universe and its pedagogical relevance for language education.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents a meticulous semantic evaluation of the lyrics from Noam Kaniel’s "A
World Without Danger" based on the theoretical paradigms of sense, reference, and Ogden and
Richards’ Triangle of Meaning. To facilitate a structured and comprehensive analysis, the
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findings are categorized into four interrelated sub-sections: the mapping of sense relations
within the text, the identification of external referents within the unique dualistic narrative of
Code Lyoko, the structural deployment of the symbolic triangle, and the pedagogical
implications for language education.

The Mapping of Sense Relations in the Lyrics

Sense relations represent the inherent conceptual value that a word or phrase holds by virtue of
its grammatical and lexical position within a linguistic system, independent of external reality
(Cruse, 1986). In the lyrics of "A World Without Danger," sense operates as a complex
semantic network where words create abstract, mental states that build up the song's emotional
tension. The conceptual meanings interact dynamically to construct a coherent mental world
for the listener.

Example 1:
"I try to find myself"

"A world without danger"

Based on the lyrical excerpts above, a prominent lexical token exhibiting a profound sense
relation is the phrase "world without danger." Structurally, the sense of "world" yields an
extensive conceptual space. When combined with the privative prepositional modifier "without
danger," the semantic value is instantly altered to signify an idealized, protected, and utopian
dimension of existence (Lyons, 1995). The conceptual sense here does not evoke a literal
geographic landmass; rather, it activates a psychological paradigm of absolute security and
ultimate relief from existential threats.

Furthermore, the expression "find myself' demonstrates an introspective semantic sense.
Linguistically, the verb "find" inherently possesses a sense of discovery. In tandem with the
reflexive pronoun "myself," the sense shifts from a physical search to an intensive
psychological and developmental journey. The conceptual framework generated in the
listener's mind is one of self-actualization, identity retrieval, and emotional growth
(Sahusilawane et al., 2023).

The Identification of Reference and Dual Referents

While sense deals with internal conceptual relations, reference concerns the relationship
between language and the entities it denotes in a particular world (Griffee T., 1992; Griffiths,
2006) . "A World Without Danger" presents a unique referential complexity due to the science
fiction narrative background. The lyrics exhibit a complex "dual reference" system, pointing
simultaneously to the tangible physical reality of the characters and the digitized, simulated
world of the virtual supercomputer. Table 1 illustrates the semantic breakdown of selected lines
from the song.

Table 1. Sense and Reference in the Lyrics of "A World Without Danger"

Lyrical Phrase | Semantic Sense (Conceptual Idea) | Narrative Referent (Lyoko Universe
(Symbol) Context)

"4 world An idealized, secure, and utopian The digital world of Lyoko once freed
without danger"” | state of ultimate peace. from X.A.N.A.'s corrupted control.
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"Find myself" A journey of self-actualization, The transition of characters into their
identity discovery, and growth. digital alter-egos to fight threats.

"On our way" A collective progression, shared The team's coordinated mission to travel
journey, or active movement. and digitalize into the sectors.

"Save the day" | Heroic intervention, restoring The execution of the "Return to the
balance, and overcoming crisis. Past" program to repair damages.

In addition to the tokens in Table 1, the lyrical phrase "on our way" structurally provides an
essential layer to the collective dynamic. In conventional musical narratives, such a phrase
typically denotes a physical journey. However, within the specific science fiction context, the
reference points directly to the characters' coordinated tactical movement towards the scanner
rooms. This dynamic explicitly bridges real-world human cooperation with impending digital
transformation.

Example 2:
"We will fight and stand together"

"Save the day"

The textual manifestation of "save the day" establishes a complex semantic relationship that
binds generic linguistic meaning to a highly restricted set of fictional narrative parameters
(Cruse, 1986). In the referential domain of the series, this expression is not merely a figurative
trope for overcoming adversity; it operates as a direct verbal label for the execution of the
"Return to the Past" technological program.

The Structural Application of the Triangle of Meaning

The dynamic connection between the text, the mind, and the virtual narrative can be mapped
using Ogden and Richards' structural Triangle of Meaning (Ogden, C. K., & Richards, 1923).
According to this framework, there is no direct, unmediated relationship between a linguistic
Symbol (the words) and its Referent (the object). Instead, they are linked via the apex of the
triangle, which represents the Thought or Reference.

When a listener encounters the linguistic symbol "a world without danger," the signifier does
not immediately correspond to a physical object. Instead, it activates the mental node that
processes the conceptual senses of absolute security and liberation. Once this cognitive concept
is established, it points directly to the underlying Referent—the virtual sectors of Lyoko.
Consequently, the language acts as an aesthetic bridge, illustrating the flexibility of human
semantic interpretation when dealing with speculative narratives (Lyons, 1995).

Pedagogical Implications for Educational Contexts

The intricate semantic layers discovered in this analysis hold significant value for educational
settings, particularly in English Language Teaching (ELT) and curriculum design. For
university students, particularly those in teacher training and education programs,
understanding the nuanced distinction between sense and reference is crucial for developing
advanced linguistic and communicative competence(Griffiths, 2006)(Krashen D., 1982).

Incorporating pop-culture media, such as the Code Lyoko soundtrack, provides a highly
engaging avenue for language educators to demonstrate how abstract vocabulary functions
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within specific contexts. According to Krashen’s Affective Filter Hypothesis (Krashen D.,
1982), utilizing relatable and enjoyable materials like songs significantly lowers students'
anxiety, thereby facilitating better language acquisition. Furthermore, songs provide
memorable, authentic contexts for students to analyze figurative language and semantic
ambiguity, transitioning theoretical linguistics into an accessible and applicable real-world
educational practice (Brewster, Jean, Ellis, Gail, Girard, 2002).

Teachers can utilize the dual-reference system found in these lyrics to design interactive
classroom activities. For instance, students can be tasked with identifying the literal sense of a
vocabulary word versus its contextual referent within a specific narrative, thereby promoting
critical thinking and advanced reading comprehension (Brown, 2000). Ultimately, analyzing
complex lyrical texts empowers educators to move beyond rote vocabulary memorization,
fostering a deeper, more analytical understanding of the English language among learners.

CONCLUSION

This study has successfully investigated the semantic dimensions within the lyrics of Noam
Kaniel’s "A World Without Danger." By applying modern lexical semantics and Ogden and
Richards’ Triangle of Meaning, this research answers how abstract linguistic expressions in
speculative media generate meaning. Based on the rigorous semantic evaluation and its
alignment with the research objectives, this study concludes the following points
systematically:

1. Semantic Network and Sense Relations: The vocabulary in the theme song functions as
a complex semiotic system. Rather than merely describing mundane physical entities,
phrases such as "find myself" dynamically construct advanced psychological states,
introspective journeys, and idealized existential human paradigms. These lexical
choices establish a profound cognitive foundation for listeners.

2. Dual-Reference System and Speculative Narratives: The lyrics employ a distinctive
referential complexity unique to science fiction narratives. The application of the
Triangle of Meaning demonstrates how linguistic symbols bridge tangible human
realities with highly specialized, digitized virtual environments. General linguistic
expressions of heroism or movement act as direct referents to specific virtual mechanics
within the series, such as the "Return to the Past" program.

3. Pedagogical Implications for Language Education: From an educational standpoint, the
semantic richness of this animated theme song provides a highly valuable and authentic
resource for English Language Teaching (ELT). Educators can effectively utilize such
multimodal media to lower students' affective filters and teach complex vocabulary,
figurative language, and semantic interpretation, thereby bridging theoretical linguistics
with practical language education.

For future research, it is recommended to conduct empirical studies within classroom settings
to measure the effectiveness of using science fiction soundtracks on students' actual vocabulary
retention and comprehension of semantic ambiguity. Expanding the scope to include diverse
genres of animated series could further enrich the literature on multimodal language learning
materials.
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