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Abstract 

This study investigates conversational implicatures in selected songs by Christina Perri, namely A 

Thousand Years, Jar of Hearts, and Arms. The research aims to identify the types of conversational 

implicatures found in the lyrics and analyze how these implicatures contribute to the emotional and 

poetic meanings of the songs. This study employed a qualitative descriptive method using a semantic-

pragmatic approach based on (Grice, 1975) theory of conversational implicature, (Levinson, 2000) 

classification of conversational implicatures, and (Saeed, 2016) theory of semantics. The data were 

collected from the lyrics of the selected songs and analyzed through semantic interpretation and 

contextual analysis. The findings revealed the presence of both generalized and particularized 

conversational implicatures throughout the selected lyrics. These implicatures contribute 

significantly to the emotional and poetic meanings of the songs by conveying themes of enduring 

love, heartbreak, vulnerability, hope, emotional security, and resilience. The findings also indicate 

that contextual interpretation plays an important role in understanding the implied meanings 

embedded in Christina Perri’s lyrics. This study contributes to pragmatic research by demonstrating 

how semantic and pragmatic perspectives can be integrated to reveal deeper meanings in 

contemporary song lyrics. 

Keywords: conversational implicature, pragmatics, semantics, song lyrics, Christina Perri 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Language is an essential means of communication that enables people to express thoughts, 

feelings, ideas, and experiences. Beyond its communicative function, language also serves as a 

medium for artistic and emotional expression. One form of artistic language can be found in song 

lyrics, where meanings are often conveyed indirectly through figurative expressions and implied 

messages. 

(Crystal, 2008) states that language functions not only as a communication system but also 

as a medium through which individuals construct and express meanings in social interactions. 

In pragmatics, the study of implied meaning is closely related to conversational 

implicature. According to (Grice, 1975), conversational implicature refers to meaning that is 

communicated by a speaker but not explicitly stated. The interpretation of implicature depends on 

contextual understanding and shared knowledge between speakers and listeners. 
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Song lyrics provide rich data for pragmatic analysis because songwriters frequently use 

indirect language to express emotions and experiences. Through conversational implicatures, 

songwriters can communicate messages that go beyond the literal meaning of words. 

Christina Perri is one of the contemporary singers whose songs are recognized for their 

emotional depth and poetic language. Her songs often explore themes such as love, heartbreak, 

hope, and vulnerability. These themes are frequently expressed through metaphorical and indirect 

language that invites listeners to interpret deeper meanings. 

Among Christina Perri's works, A Thousand Years, Jar of Hearts, and Arms are 

particularly notable for their emotional content and lyrical richness. Therefore, these songs were 

selected as the object of this study to investigate how conversational implicatures function in 

conveying emotional and poetic meanings. 

This study addresses the following questions: (1) What types of conversational implicature 

are found in Christina Perri’s selected songs? and (2) How do conversational implicatures 

contribute to the emotional and poetic meanings of the songs? 

This study aims to identify the types of conversational implicature found in selected songs 

by Christina Perri and to analyze how conversational implicatures convey deeper meanings in the 

lyrics. 

2. METHOD 

This study employed a qualitative descriptive research design. According to (Creswell, 

2014) , qualitative research is used to explore and understand the meanings individuals or groups 

ascribe to social or human problems. A descriptive qualitative approach was selected because the 

data consisted of words, phrases, and sentences found in song lyrics that required interpretation 

rather than statistical analysis. This approach has been widely used in pragmatic studies 

investigating conversational implicatures in literary and musical texts (Thomas, 1995; Yule, 1996).  

2.1 Data Source 

The data were obtained from three selected songs by Christina Perri, namely A Thousand 

Years, Jar of Hearts, and Arms. These songs were selected because they contain emotionally 

expressive lyrics and various examples of implied meaning. 

2.2 Data Collection 

The data were collected through documentation techniques. The researcher obtained the 

song lyrics from official lyric sources and carefully read them several times. Relevant lyric 

excerpts containing potential conversational implicatures were then selected for analysis. 

2.3 Data Analysis 
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The data were analyzed through several stages. First, the researcher identified lyric 

excerpts containing potential conversational implicatures from the selected songs. Second, each 

excerpt was categorized based on (Levinson, 2000) classification of conversational implicature, 

namely generalized conversational implicature and particularized conversational implicature. 

Third, the researcher examined the literal meanings of the selected lyrics using semantic analysis 

based on (Saeed, 2016). Fourth, the contextual meanings and implied meanings were interpreted 

using (Grice, 1975) theory of conversational implicature. Finally, the findings were compared with 

relevant theories and previous studies to determine how conversational implicatures contribute to 

the emotional and poetic meanings of Christina Perri’s songs. 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Semantic Analysis of Selected Lyrics 

 Before analyzing conversational implicatures, it is important to examine the semantic 

meanings of selected lyric expressions. Semantic analysis focuses on the literal meanings 

encoded in language without considering contextual interpretation (Saeed, 2016). 

 In the lyric “I have loved you for a thousand years,” the phrase “a thousand years” 

semantically refers to a period of one thousand years. Similarly, in the lyric “I have died every 

day waiting for you,” the verb “died” literally refers to the cessation of life. The literal meanings 

of these expressions suggest situations that are impossible in reality. 

 Likewise, in the lyric “You’re gonna catch a cold from the ice inside your soul,” the word 

“ice” semantically refers to frozen water, while “soul” refers to the spiritual or emotional aspect 

of a person. In the lyric “You put your arms around me and I’m home,” the word “home” literally 

refers to a place where a person lives. 

 These examples demonstrate that literal meanings alone are insufficient to explain the 

intended meanings of Christina Perri’s lyrics. Therefore, pragmatic analysis is necessary to 

reveal the implied meanings communicated through conversational implicatures. 

3.2 Conversational Implicatures Found in Christina Perri's Selected Songs 

 The analysis revealed the presence of both generalized conversational implicatures and 

particularized conversational implicatures in Christina Perri’s selected songs. These implicatures 

function as important linguistic devices that enable the songwriter to communicate emotions, 

experiences, and personal reflections indirectly. Through contextual interpretation, listeners are 

able to uncover meanings that go beyond the literal content of the lyrics. 

Table 1. Conversational Implicatures Found in Christina Perri's Selected Songs 

No. Lyric Excerpt Song Title Type of Implicature Implied Meaning 
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1 “I have loved you for a 

thousand years” 

A Thousand Years Particularized Love that 

transcends time 

2 “I’ll love you for a 

thousand years” 

A Thousand Years Particularized Endless 

commitment 

3 “Time stands still, beauty 

in all she is” 

A Thousand Years Generalized Emotional 

admiration 

4 “I will be brave” A Thousand Years Generalized Courage for love 

5 “Nothing to fear” A Thousand Years Generalized Reassurance 

6 “I have died every day 

waiting for you” 

A Thousand Years Particularized Emotional longing 

7 “One step closer” A Thousand Years Particularized Hope for reunion 

8 “You’re gonna catch a 

cold from the ice inside 

your soul” 

Jar of Hearts Particularized Emotional cruelty 

9 “I learned to live half 

alive” 

Jar of Hearts Particularized Emptiness from 

heartbreak 

10 “And now you want me 

one more time” 

Jar of Hearts Generalized Toxic cycle 

11 “You can’t take me 

down” 

Arms Generalized Strength & 

resilience 

12 “You put your arms 

around me and I’m home” 

Arms Particularized Emotional safety 

13 “I hope that you see right 

through my walls” 

Arms Particularized Vulnerability 

The analysis identified 13 conversational implicatures consisting of 5 generalized 

conversational implicatures and 8 particularized conversational implicatures. The findings indicate 

that particularized conversational implicatures occur more frequently, suggesting that Christina 

Perri often relies on contextual interpretation to convey emotional meanings. 

3.3 Discussion 

Based on the findings presented in Table 1, both generalized conversational implicatures 

and particularized conversational implicatures are found in Christina Perri’s selected songs. 

However, particularized conversational implicatures occur more frequently, accounting for 8 out 

of 13 identified implicatures. This finding indicates that Christina Perri often relies on contextual 

interpretation to convey emotional meanings rather than expressing them directly. 

According to (Levinson, 2000), particularized conversational implicatures require specific 

contextual knowledge for interpretation. This theory is reflected in several lyrics analyzed in this 

study. For example, the lyric “I have loved you for a thousand years” from “A Thousand Years” 

does not literally refer to a period of one thousand years. Instead, it implies enduring and timeless 

love. Likewise, the lyric “You’re gonna catch a cold from the ice inside your soul” from “Jar of 

Hearts” contains contextual meaning in which “ice inside your soul” symbolizes emotional 
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coldness and lack of empathy. These examples demonstrate that listeners must rely on contextual 

understanding to infer the intended meaning. 

The findings also support (Grice, 1975) theory of conversational implicature, which argues 

that speakers often communicate meanings indirectly rather than explicitly. In Christina Perri’s 

songs, emotions such as love, heartbreak, hope, vulnerability, and resilience are frequently 

conveyed through indirect expressions. As a result, listeners are encouraged to infer meanings 

beyond the literal interpretation of words. 

Furthermore, the results are consistent with (Yule, 1996) view that implicature enables 

speakers and writers to communicate meanings that go beyond literal expressions. For instance, 

the lyric “You put your arms around me and I’m home” from “Arms” does not refer to a physical 

house. Instead, the word “home” implies emotional comfort, security, and a sense of belonging. 

The meaning becomes clear only when interpreted within the emotional context of the song. 

From a semantic perspective, the findings support (Saeed, 2016) argument that literal 

meaning alone is often insufficient to explain intended meaning. Semantic analysis reveals the 

conventional meanings of expressions such as “a thousand years,” “died,” “ice,” and “home.” 

However, pragmatic analysis is necessary to uncover the deeper emotional meanings embedded in 

these lyrics. Therefore, integrating semantic and pragmatic perspectives provides a more 

comprehensive understanding of Christina Perri’s songwriting. 

The findings of this study are also in line with previous research. (Putri, 2023) found that 

particularized conversational implicatures dominated emotionally expressive song lyrics because 

contextual interpretation played a crucial role in understanding implied meanings. Similarly, 

(Cantika et al., 2024) reported that conversational implicatures contribute significantly to the 

emotional depth and artistic quality of song lyrics. The present study supports these findings, as 

most of Christina Perri’s lyrics require contextual interpretation to reveal emotional meanings. 

In addition, the results are consistent with (Emor, Melisa and Ismail, 2025), who found that 

conversational implicatures help songwriters communicate emotions indirectly and encourage 

listener engagement. Similar tendencies can be observed in Christina Perri’s songs, where indirect 

language invites listeners to actively construct meaning from the lyrics. 

However, the present study differs from (Rahmat et al., 2025) whose analysis of 

Radiohead’s “OK Computer” found that conversational implicatures primarily functioned to 

express social criticism and ideological concerns. In contrast, Christina Perri’s songs mainly 

employ conversational implicatures to communicate personal emotions, including love, 

heartbreak, vulnerability, hope, emotional security, and resilience. This difference suggests that 

the communicative functions of conversational implicatures may vary depending on the themes 

and purposes of the songs being analyzed. 

Overall, the findings demonstrate that conversational implicature functions not only as a 

pragmatic phenomenon but also as an artistic strategy that enriches the emotional and poetic 

qualities of song lyrics. Through indirect language and contextual meaning, Christina Perri 
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successfully communicates complex emotions while encouraging deeper listener interpretation 

and engagement. 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the findings and discussion, the following conclusions can be drawn: 

1. The analysis revealed the presence of both generalized conversational implicatures and 

particularized conversational implicatures in Christina Perri’s selected songs, namely A 

Thousand Years, Jar of Hearts, and Arms. These implicatures function as important 

linguistic devices that enable the songwriter to communicate emotions, experiences, and 

personal reflections indirectly through song lyrics. 

2. The conversational implicatures identified in the lyrics contribute significantly to the 

emotional and poetic meanings of the songs. Through the integration of semantic and 

pragmatic perspectives, the study demonstrates that the implied meanings conveyed in the 

lyrics reflect themes of enduring love, heartbreak, vulnerability, hope, emotional security, 

and resilience. The findings also indicate that contextual interpretation plays an essential 

role in understanding the deeper meanings embedded in Christina Perri’s songs. 

5. LIMITATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

This study is limited to three selected songs by Christina Perri and focuses only on 

conversational implicatures. Other pragmatic aspects such as speech acts, presupposition, deixis, 

and politeness strategies were not examined. Therefore, future studies may investigate a wider 

range of songs and explore other pragmatic phenomena to provide a broader understanding of 

meaning construction in song lyrics. Future researchers are also encouraged to integrate semantic, 

pragmatic, and discourse perspectives to achieve more comprehensive analyses of contemporary 

music texts. 

6. IMPLICATIONS 

The findings contribute to pragmatic studies by demonstrating how conversational 

implicature operates in contemporary song lyrics. The study may also serve as a reference for 

future researchers interested in pragmatics, discourse analysis, and meaning interpretation in 

literary and musical texts. 
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